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It’s not what happens to you, but how you react to it that matters. Epictetus

FORCES OF NATURE

2P are learning about forces and energy in science with Mrs Mockford.

W ell done to Kabir 
Khaira (4HS), who 
presented his 

speech, ‘Racism - No Way!’, 
and Kabir Kitchannagari (5K),

Acknowledgement of Country
We would like to acknowledge the Cammeraygal people of the Eora Nation, who are the  

traditional custodians of the land in the Neutral Bay area.
We pay our respects to the Elders, both past and present, for they hold the memories, the  

tradition, the cultures, and the hopes of Aboriginal Australia. 
We must always remember that under the concrete and asphalt upon which Neutral Bay Public School is built, the 

land is, was and always will be traditional Aboriginal land.

who presented his speech, 
‘Identity - It’s Complicated’ in 
the Multicultural Public Speaking 
Competition. Congratulations to 
both students for placing first 
for their stage group! This is a 
great achievement for them  
as well as the school. 

Continued on page 2.



Unfortunately, due to current COVID-19 safety  
measures, the Grandfriends’/Education Day  
scheduled for Wednesday 3 August will be  
postponed. This is to ensure the health and safety 
of the parents and grandfriends of our community. 
A new date will be communicated to parents later 
in the Term 3.

GRANDFRIENDS’ DAY - POSTPONED

The finals were held via video submission, with 
feedback from the adjudicators shared to the 
school and families. Well done to both winners! 
Below are the students’ submission videos.

Kabir K (4HS)        Kabir K (5K)

I want to give you an overview of how we are  
continuing to ensure our school remains  
COVID-safe throughout this term. 

As we continue to prioritise student and staff 
learning and wellbeing while at school, our layered 
COVID-smart measures will continue for Term 3. 
These ‘baseline measures’ are aligned to the NSW 
Government’s general community settings.

While we continue to face challenges, the  
wellbeing of our staff and students, and our  
students’ education remains paramount. We will 
continue to implement our layered COVID-smart 
measures this term, which are aligned to the NSW 
Government’s general community settings,  
including:

• Staying home and getting tested if unwell, and 
only attending school when symptom free.

• Strongly encouraging mask-wearing for all staff 
and students, particularly in the first four weeks 
of term

• Rapid antigen testing for symptomatic students 
and staff, and close contacts attending school 
to learn and work.

COVID UPDATE

• Strongly encouraging COVID-19 vaccinations.
for students, staff and their families, including a 
booster shot (when eligible).

• Strongly encouraging students, staff and their 
families to get a flu vaccination.

• Strict requirements for close contacts attending 
school.

• Good hygiene practices.
• Maximising natural ventilation.
• Boosted cleaning during the day, with  

particular attention given to high touch surface 
areas.

• Responding to local COVID-19 conditions when 
necessary, by working with the department’s 
Health, Safety and Staff Wellbeing team. 

Continuing these baseline COVID-smart measures 
allows us to prioritise student and staff wellbeing 
while giving our learners a consistent and  
productive learning environment this term. 

Masks
Masks are an effective way of minimising the  
transmission of respiratory viruses and  
infections, and protecting our community,  
especially those who are at higher risk of severe 
illness from COVID-19 and flu. We strongly  
encourage all students and staff wear a mask for 
the first four weeks of Term 3, particularly in indoor 
settings or when distancing is not possible. The 
latest NSW Health advice also recommends  
wearing a mask for people who have recovered 
from COVID-19 and recently completed their 
7-day isolation period for an additional three days 
(from days eight to ten after receiving a positive 
COVID-19 result). 

Additionally, as outlined in the below section on 
close contacts, mask wearing is mandatory for staff 
and high school students returning to school as 
close contacts for five school days and strongly  
recommended for primary school students  
returning to school as close contacts for five school 
days. Students or staff identified as close contacts 
who are unable to wear a mask will be supported 
to learn or work remotely. 

Rapid antigen tests (RATs) 
The department sent another round of RATs to our 
school. These were distributed to families before 
school last week at the Bydown Street  
gate - one multipack of five RAT kits per student. 
These RATs can be used as required for  
symptomatic testing, such as if your child is  
displaying even mild symptoms, and daily testing 
for close contacts returning to school. Once these 
department-supplied RATs are exhausted, please 
continue to access store-purchased RATs which 
are now readily available in the community or PCR 
tests. 
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Neutral Bay Public School will participate in the 
ICAS Assessments again this year. The last day for 
payment is Monday 1 August. After this date, the 
parent payment portal will close.

The cost per test is $19.25, including GST. Entry is 
optional.

If you would like your child to participate in any 
or all of the competitions, please visit the online 
Parent Payment System at https://shop.icasassess-
ments.com/pages/pps to make a direct payment. 
You will need the school’s unique access code, 
which is NWS991.

How to register and make payments:
• Visit https://shop.icasassessments.com/pages/

pps. (Please note that the website works better 
on Chrome.)

• Insert access code: NWS991
• Enter your child’s details: First name/Last 

name/Date of Birth/Year level
• If your child has a native name and an English 

name, please write both names.
• Choose the subjects: add to the cart. Students 

do not have to sit all of the tests.
• Checkout
• Add billing information
• Make payment

Please enter your child’s name accurately into the 
System as it will appear on their ICAS certificate. 
If you would like more information, please visit 
https://www.icasassessments.com/products-icas/ 
or contact Ms Carnegie.

ICAS ASSESSMENTS - YEARS 3-6

Alternatively, let the school know that you need 
more and we will try and assist. Additionally, our 
school will be maintaining a reserve stock of RATs 
onsite to support symptomatic testing in the event 
of an outbreak in our school community. Please 
also remember that positive RAT results must be 
registered with Service NSW, and students who 
test positive to COVID-19 must not attend school 
until their isolation period ends and they are  
symptom free.

Students identified as close contacts remain able 
to attend school providing they are symptom free, 
notify the school and return a negative COVID-19 
test result daily for five consecutive school days.  
Primary students, while not required, are  
strongly encouraged to wear a mask for five  
consecutive school days (except when eating/
drinking or exercising). Please note that students 
identified as close contacts are still unable to  
attend overnight excursions, including camps.  
Visitors identified as close contacts who are  
engaging directly with students are required to  
return a negative COVID-19 test result before  
attending our school and wear a mask.

Reducing the risk of illness this winter
Finally, it is important to note NSW Health’s advice 
to reduce our risk of not only COVID-19, but other 
illnesses that may affect our school at this time of 
year such as the flu and respiratory syncytial virus 
(RSV), both of which can be serious in younger 
people. We can all protect our loved ones and our 
community by: 

• Staying home and getting tested if unwell or 
displaying any symptoms.

• Keeping up to date with our vaccinations – 
including the flu vaccine, which is available 
from your local GP, pharmacy or Aboriginal 
Medical Service now.

• Flu vaccines are free for all children aged 
6 months to under five years, or for a small 
charge for those aged five years and older.

• Getting tested immediately for COVID-19 if you 
become symptomatic and isolating until you 
receive a negative result and are symptom free. 

• Practicing good hand hygiene by washing  
regularly with soap and water.

• Taking a RAT before vising vulnerable loved 
ones or going to large gatherings and events. 
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Please read the below information carefully as it 
contains important details about the Opportunity 
Class Placement Test on Thursday 28 July 2022.

The Opportunity Class Placement Test will be held 
at Neutral Bay Public School for Year 4 students 
who have previously applied.

Arrival and Location:
Authorised students are to arrive at school at 
8:45am. Upon arriving, students will have their  
attendance marked and line up outside their  
allocated test room at 9:00am, which will be one 
of the Year 6 classrooms. Students have been  
informed of their test location and can check on 
the morning of the test.

Structure of the Test:
The test will be paper based, with three tests in the 
following order.
• Reading – 25 multiple choice questions
• Mathematical Reasoning – 35 multiple choice 

questions
• Thinking Skills – 30 multiple choice questions

Test Timing:
Administration
Test 1 – Reading (30 minutes)
Break (students remain seated or go to toilet)
Test 2 – Mathematical Reasoning (40 minutes)
Break (students remain seated or go to toilet)
Test 3 – Thinking Skills (30 minutes)

What must students bring to the test?
Students must bring a printed copy of their ‘Test 
authority letter’ that shows their application  
number. Items that a student must bring and 
should not bring are listed below.

Students must bring:
• 2 x lead pencils, an eraser and a sharpener in a 

clear, snap lock bag.

Students may bring:
• glasses, asthma inhaler (and spacer), diabetes 

monitoring equipment if required
• water bottle – with no writing on it except for 

the brand name (kept under the seat)
• a wristwatch that does not make a noise or  

calculate, communicate or photograph.
Students should not bring:
• pencil cases, note paper, blank paper or other 

material such as dictionaries or books
• equipment such as rulers, calculators,  

computers, mobile phones, watches that  
calculate or beep or devices that photograph  
or communicate

• any item or medication not already approved  
as an adjustment for disability.

OPPORTUNITY CLASS PLACEMENT TEST Hygiene Precautions:
• Wearing of masks and use of hand sanitiser is 

permitted if you wish your child to do so. The 
test administrator will be observing hygiene 
requirements in place for NSW schools.

• Do not bring your child to the test if he or she is 
ill with respiratory disease. If students are sick 
with signs of respiratory illness, they  
cannot be admitted to the test. Should your 
child test positive or develop COVID-19-like 
symptoms prior to the test, please follow  
current NSW Health advice at https://www.nsw.
gov.au/covid-19 and observe any isolation and 
safety requirements.

• If your child is unable to attend the placement 
test due to illness, please follow the process to 
submit a request for consideration of illness/
misadventure. There will be no make-up test.

Please note:
• Students who arrive late may be allowed to 

take the test, but will be required to finish at 
the same time as other students. No extra time 
will be given.

• Students should go to the toilet before they 
enter the test room.

• The test classroom will have a timer showing 
the  
remaining time of the test. Students should  
not use their own watch.

• Students should wear school uniform, including 
a jumper, if it is a cool day.

Students not sitting the test:
Year 4 students not sitting the Opportunity Class 
Placement Test are to arrive at school at the normal 
time and will be supervised in a separate location 
for the morning session during the test.
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CAUGHT YOU 
BEING GOOD

AUSSIE OF 
THE MONTH
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By LIBBY BRENNAN
P&C COMMUNICATIONS  

COORDINATOR

FROM  
THE P&C

DONATIONS FOR ONLINE AUCTION
Following the success of previous years, we will be 
holding an online auction between Monday 8 -  
Friday 26 August. Do you have something you 
could donate, such as a service or a voucher that 
the school could use as a prize for this fundraiser? 

Donations might include things such as  
accommodation at a holiday house, something 
from your place of work, jewellery or sports  
memorabilia. Perhaps you can ask your  
hairdresser, gym or sports club next time you visit 
if they might be able to make a donation to  
support our school. 

Please let us know if you can contribute to the 
prize pool or have a suggestion for us.

SAVE THE DATE - ART AUCTION 
‘COLOUR MY WORLD’

This year, each class will be making a ‘Colour My 
World’  themed artwork to be auctioned off at an 
event on Saturday 17 September. Full details to 
follow, but get the date in your diary now!   

NBPS IN THE NEWS AND PARLIAMENT

The NBPS $24 million upgrade was covered by the 
North Shore Times. Read details of the upgrade 
and P&C President, Liz Henry’s comment  
welcoming the upgrade and provision of outdoor 
education spaces here: https://mail.google.com/
mail/u/1?ui=2&ik=9fd21b1fdc&attid=0.1.1&permmsgi
d=msg-f:1739201317885708505&th=1822e2624978
08d9&view=att&disp=inline.

Our recent Pampered Pooch Parade made it to 
Parliament! Our local member, Felicity Wilson, 
spoke at NSW Parliament about the event bringing 
together the local community to raise funds for our 
school. Watch the video here https://fb.watch/e4X-
viUqmEu/.

CANTEEN 
NEWS

One way to warm up this wet and cold winter is 
to sample one of our delicious and nutritious daily 
specials. How about the ever popular butter  
chicken, or maybe a cheesy vegetable bake? For 
an over-the-counter snack, a rice cup is filling and 
warming, along with spring rolls or a cheese melt. 
There’s something for everyone!

Thank you to 4A who did an amazing job last week 
to fill the volunteering roster. This week, it’s 4G!  
We really need two people for both Thursday and 
Friday, which are our busiest days. If you have a 
few hours, please drop in and lend a hand. The link 
for SignUp Genius is below and the class roster for 
the coming weeks are:

Week 3 - 4HS
Week 4 - 4K
Week 5 - 4R

It doesn’t matter which class you’re from. If you 
have some time, we’d love to see you.

Sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20F0C4CACAE23A4FF2-nb.

Thanks!
The Canteen Team.

By JOC, NAOKO AND JEN
THE CANTEEN TEAM
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Natalie Rice and Hana Horii represented 
the school at the State Cross Country 
last Friday 22 July.  
 
Hana (left) did very well and has 
now progressed to the School Sports 
Australia National Championships as 
part of the NSW state team. This will be 
held in Adelaide in August.

STATE CROSS 
COUNTRY
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JUNIOR BAND 
PRACTICE WITH 

MR HAMPTON
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2R are learning 
about Forces and 
Energy in Science 
with Mrs Mockford
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This week we feature letters

KINDY
ALPHABET

J to R
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